Appendix F

Letter to Jiang Zemin

Concerning Archaeological
Sites, August 8, 1996

TO: Jiang Zemin, General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, and
Comrades on the Standing Committee of the Politburo

Recently, we have become aware of the situation confronting historical
relics and cultural antiquities in and around the site of the Three Gorges
dam project. We feel it is our duty to bring this information to the atten-
tion of the highest authorities so that this matter can be attended to by the
central government.

As the largest hydroelectric project in history, the Three Gorges dam
has generated worldwide interest. This has included increased attention to
the issue of cultural antiquities in and around the Three Gorges dam area.
This area was the site of some of the earliest civilized developments in
Chinese history and contains numerous subsurface and surface cultural
antiquities. It is a prime example of the rich history and culture of the
Chinese people. China is one of the most important places in the history of
world civilization. The entire gamut of Paleolithic and Neolithic sites
which have been unearthed in the vicinity of the Three Gorges area will
allow researchers to evaluate the differences between eastern and western
culture in the Yangtze River Valley as well as the relationship of these
cultures with nature during ancient times. There was a group of people
called the Ba who were known for their skills in making war and in the
arts. They once helped King Wu of the Zhou eliminate the Shang dy-
nasty, and they later established their own kingdom which was well-
known throughout history but is now extinct. The Three Gorges area is
the site of the Ba people and was their primary area of activity and devel-
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. opment. The data uncovered so far by archaeological excavation will

allow us to reconstruct the Ba Culture. But if not rescued in a timely
fashion, the Ba will disappear with the construction of the reservoir—an
irreversible error. In addition, various types of cultural antiquities associ-
ated with hydrology are evidence of our ancestors’ attempts to utilize and
control nature. Also, the long history of hydrology in the Three Gorges
area is unique.

Especially important is the fact that the cultural antiquities in this area
have long been tied to the area’s beautiful natural scenery; the rich legacy
of the area has been passed on by nature and our ancestors. It is the pride
of the offspring of the Yellow Emperor. Such invaluable sites are admired
at home and abroad as the jewels of Chinese civilization. For that reason,
our government and engineering departments have on several occasions
argued that we must do a good job in protecting these cultural antiquities
so that our history and culture will continue to shine.

However, cultural antiquities preservation work is at present facing a
serious challenge. As construction on the project has already begun, along
with the initial stages of resettlement, some ancient graves and cultural
antiquities have already been destroyed by giant earth-moving equipment.
There have also been cases in which architecturally valuable sites have
been destroyed in the process of resettlement. Recently, the carving
known as “Conversing About Beautiful Mountains and Rivers” (gonghua
haoshanchuan) in Badong County was dynamited. The destruction of this
major relic epitomizes the dire situation confronting all cultural antiquities
in the proposed reservoir area. We would especially like to note that due
to the continued delay in funding the rescue effort for cultural antiguities
in the Three Gorges area all efforts at rescuing the cultural antiquities have
come to a halt, which will result in even more losses.

Another reason for this situation is that since the cultural antiguities
departments were not directly involved in the original assessment of the
Three Gorges project, it was left to other departments to determine the
level of funding, based on the conditions of some 100 relic sites with
which they were familiar. Based on that sparse information, these other
departments also thought that the plan proposed by the cultural antiquities
departments, and approved by resettlement departments, did not qualify
the area as a “priority preservation site.” But that conclusion was wrong. It
is our understanding that the cultural antiquities departments once organ-
ized hundreds of professionals to conduct investigations and research in
the reservoir area, where they discovered over twelve hundred such [impor-
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tant] sites. But due to the advanced stage in the launching of the dam
project and the country’s [perilous] financial situation, the design of the
plan for cultural antiquities preservation singled out only a select number
of sites to be unearthed, relocated, and/or preserved. Take for example the
case of subsurface relics. According to data provided by cuitural antiqui-
ties preservation planning departments, there are 829 known subsurface
sites covering 20 million square meters. But areas designated for excava-
tion amount to less than two million square meters, or less than one-tenth
of the entire area. This indicates that the current plan reflects the policy of
“preservation and excavation of priority sites.” Thus, accusations that the
cultural antiquities departments want to extend the scope of cultural antig-
uities preservation and are asking for too much money are groundless.

For this reason, we advocate and hope that the central government will
speed up the mobilization of resources to assess and approve policies for
cultural antiquities preservation and to provide adequate funding. As is
well known, approval for such a policy is very time consuming. But the
construction of the dam and resettlement continue unabated. Therefore, to
prevent greater losses of cultural antiquities during construction [we ask]
that before these plans for cultural antiquities preservation pass through
the various stages of approval monies already allotted for cultural antiqui-
ties preservation be distributed so as to ease widespread concerns about
the fate of these sites. The present situation is such that sections of the
dam will be conjoined next year, causing the water level to rise to 82.28
meters. The fiver bank in Badong County, Hubei Province will be ele-
vated to 105.4 meters. The water level farther away from the dam site will
be even higher. Based on that increase, about 130 sites will be submerged.
It is already a pressing task to rescue these sites within a year. But to date,
the project departments have not provided any funding for this effort,
something which has caused great consternation among people in the
cultural antiquities departments.

In the forty-seven years since the establishment of the People’s Repub-
tic of China, cultural antiquities work has made considerable progress. We
have particularly excelled at protecting cultural antiquities on sites slated
for capital construction. As an important part of socialist spiritual civiliza-
tion, the profound significance of cultural antiquities preservation has
been given more and more attention; this will play a greater role in main-
taining the spiritual bond of the Chinese nation, strengthening the unity
among the offspring of the Yellow Emperor both in China and abroad, and
increasing national confidence. Thus today when the central government
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advocates doing a good job in the creation of a spiritual civilization, we
feel that cultural antiquities preservation has even greater significance. We
hope that cultural antiquities preservation in and around the Three Gorges
project will be a starting point for integrating cultural antiquities preserva-
tion as part of patriotic education, increasing the understanding of the
entire nation of the importance of cultural antiquities preservation, contin-
uing the fine traditions of the Chinese nation, and strengthening the unity
and inspiration of our great motherland.

As we march toward the twenty-first century and carry out moderniza-
tion and achieve greater things, the burden and responsibility of preserv-
ing historical legacies and spreading the fine traditions of our culture are
even greater.

Thus, at the moment when the Three Gorges cultural antiquities are
about to be destroyed on a large scale, we respectfully present this letter to
you in the hope that the Three Gorges project departments realize the
importance of the cultural antiquities in the area and carry out rescue work
jointly with cultural antiquities departments.

Signed in order:

Su Binggi, President of the Chinese Archaeclogical Society, and
Research Fellow, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Archae-
ological Institute

Zhang Kaiji, Master Architect and Chief Engineer, Beijing General
Architectural Design Institute

Zheng Xiaobian, Specialist in Urban Planning

Wang Kun, Artist

Luo Zhewen, Specialist in Ancient Architecture, and Deputy Director,
China Great Wall Association

Zhou Weizhi, Artist

Zheng Siyuan, Director, China Cultural Antiquities Association

Wang Meng, Writer [former Minister of Culture]

Dan Shiyuan, Research Fellow, Palace Museum

Chai Zemin, Director, China Diplomacy Association, and Deputy Di-
rector China Cultural Antiquities Association [former ambassador
to the United States]

Wang Dingguo, Deputy Director, China Cultural Antiquities Association

Xie Chensheng, China Cultural Antiquities Association

Lin Yachua, Professor, Central University of Nationalities
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Bing Xin, Writer

Ma Xueliang, Professor, Central University of Nationalities

Chen Yongling, Professor, Central University of Nationalities

Wang Zhonghan, Professor, Central University of Nationalities

Chen Liankai, Professor, Central University of Nationalities

Song Zhuohua, Professor, Central University of Nationalities

Zhuang Kongzhao, Professor, Central University of Nationalities

Fu Lianxing, Senior Engineer, Palace Museum

Zou Heng, Professor, Beijing University

Yan Wenming, Professor, Beijing University

Li Bogian, Professor, Beijing University

Su Bai, Professor, Beijing University

Wu Rongzeng, Professor, Beijing University

Li Jiahao, Professor, Beijing University

Qiu Xigui, Professor, Beijing University

Deng Guangming, Professor, Beijing University

Zhou Yiliang, Professor, Beijing University

Ji Meilin, Professor, Beijing University

Li Zun’e, Professor, Beijing University

Wang Qiming, Professor, Beijing Architectural Engineering Institute

Jiang Zhongguang, Professor, Beijing Architectural Engineering
Institute

Ye Zurun, Professor, Beijing Architectural Engineering Institute

Zang Erzhong, Professor, Beijing Architectural Engineering Institute

Zhang Zhongpei, Professor, Palace Museum

Xu Guangji, Research Fellow, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Archaeological Institute

Jia Lanpo, Research Fellow, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Institute
of Ancient Vertebrae Animals and Ancient Anthropology

Hou Renzhi, Member, China Academy of Sciences, and Professor,
Beijing University

Wu Liangyong, Member, Chinese Academy of Sciences and China
Engineering Institute, and Professor, Qinghua University

Bai Shouyi, Professor, Beijing Normal University

Yu Weichao, Professor, National History Museum [Director, Cultural
Antiquities Relocation, Three Gorges Project]

Tian Fang, Research Fellow, State Planning Commission, Institute of
Economics

Bi Keguan, Research Fellow, China Arts Academy

Jin Yongtang, Professor, Hydrology and Hydroelectricity Academy

Huang Kezhong, Senior Engineer, China Institute of Cultural Antiquities

Huang Jinglii, Deputy Director, China Archaeological Society, and
Research Fellow, China Institute of Cultural Antiquities

Tong Zhuzhen, Research Fellow, Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences, Archaeological Institute

Wang Jin, Research Fellow, Hubei Province Cultural Antiquities
Preservation Institute

Huang Zhangiu, Research Fellow, Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences, Archaeological Institute

Mu Xin, former Editor-in-Chief, Enlightenment Daily [Guangming
ribao]

Wen Jizi, Professor, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Graduate
School

Zhu Zixuan, Professor, Qinghua University

Bao Shixing, Secretary-in-Chief and Professor, China Urban Sciences
Association

Du Baicao, Professor, China Architectural Technology Research
Institute
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